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Jurgen Braunohler was a Toronto Brigantine  alumnus from 1975 to 1977. In these three years, he started 

sailing on Trident, then graduated to crew on Pathfinder, and finally he helped with the Playfair build.  

Jurgen Then.... ... and Jurgen Now. 
While Jurgen has been sailing since  
he was twelve, he came to sail with 
Toronto Brigantine from 1973 to 
1975, the first of many sail training 
roles. 

 Jurgen now lives in Elliot Lake where he is restoring his 19 foot 

Mariner Class sloop Sea Venture
1.  The schooner, in his novel-in-

the-making, is named after her.   Notice his TBI T-shirt!  [TBI T-
Shirts are available for sale at Nautical Minds, if you need yours].  

  

TBI was just the first of many roles he had  in sail training for youth. From TBI, he went on work at Project 

DARE
2, a government run youth sail training program for “juvenile delinquents” as they were called at that 

time.  He later because involved with the Sea Hawks in Toronto after stealing a ride on a navy sub, 
disguised as a newspaper reporter! 
He is a writer and public speaker and promotes the value of sail training to youth and community groups 
in Ontario. He has published many articles about his tall ship sailing days, For other articles by Jurgen, 
see: www.sailohcc.ca   Flotilla archives are posted under "About Us" . 

 
Jurgen is also working on his first novel. He describes the book: “which will be about a young teenager 
aboard a sail training vessel. The vessel in question, mind you, is a tops'l schooner: a modern 
interpretation of a War of 1812 Great Lakes naval gunboat. She will have the rakish, fast sailing 
appearance of a privateer, a connection not lost on her teenaged crew, who fancy themselves modern 
day swashbucklers and adventurers. Combined with thought-provoking social issues, it will be an 
adventure story with a bit of an edge. I am milking my brig experiences for guidance and inspiration.” 

 
 

 

Jurgen built a model barge 
that he uses to teach sea 
scouts how to sail. All the 
parts work, and he carries it 
around in a small suitcase as 
a portable classroom.  

This is Jurgen’s sloop Bonita 
(a 16 foot daysailer) with 
the boom tent. He keeps 
Bonita at OHCC so comes to 
Toronto each summer 
sailing season. 

 
 

                                                           
1
 Jurgen wrote a story of his adventures with DARE in "The Weaning Trip, published Oct 2011 for OHCC's 

newsletter Flottila., page 5. 
2
 He wrote about the work that he is doing on his boat Sea Venture, in another article, Flotilla April 2011, page 5 

http://www.sailohcc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/2011-Flotila-April-Issue.pdf 

http://www.sailohcc.ca/

